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Overview

● Tableau
● Qlik
● Power BI
● Spotfire



Tableau
● Price (different price brackets)

● At least $70 per user per month (for companies)
● Tableau Public, 14 day free trial, 1 year student license

Privacy
● Locally run
● Cloud version (Tableau online)

Features
● Excellent visualizations, customizable
● A lot of different import possibilities
● Windows, MacOS

Export & Extensions
● PNG, CSV, Powerpoint, PDF, Excel
● No SVG

Popularity
● The most popular BI tool, appealing to a lot of users



Tableau - Import
Import formats

● Excel
● Text
● JSON
● Microsoft Access
● PDF
● CSV
● others



Tableau - Export
Export formats

● Tableau version
● Powerpoint
● PDF
● Image
● Excel
● No SVG



Tableau - UI Overview

● Takes some time to get used to 
interface 

● Drag-and-drop to create columns 
and row for charts

● Shows which data is needed for 
specific chart 



Tableau - Support & Community
● Help and support accessible from the 

software
● Active online community (forum)



Tableau - Cereal Dataset

● Simple scatter plot
● Do sweeter cereals 

have more calories?



Tableau - Population Per Country

● Line graph
● Time series from 2000 to 

2016 with change in 
population count 



Tableau - Population Per Country

● Map graph
● Population of each 

country in a specific year

Link to full tutorial:
https://youtu.be/VIO9rPx37go

https://youtu.be/VIO9rPx37go


Qlik
● Price (different price brackets)

● $30 per user per month (up to $70)
● 30 day free trial; Student version (year)

Privacy
● SaaS, hybrid multi-cloud, on-premise deployment 

Features
● One-of-a-kind associative analytics engine (in-memory data indexing)
● AI suggests insights and automatically processes while understanding your 

questions in natural language
● True scalability

Export & Extensions
● Image & PDF, live interactable report can be shared with collaborators (Qlik users)
● Lots of extensions (e.g. SVG reader that can read data from SVG maps)

Popularity
● Getting more popular by the day; active community



Qlik - Import
Import formats

● CSV
● Text files
● HTML tables
● Excel
● XML
● DIF
● Even manual entry
● Possible to load data 

through scripting as well



Qlik - Export
Export formats

● Image
● PDF
● Embedded HTML (iframe)
● Sharing a live interactable report & presentation 

only possible with other Qlik Sense users

● No SVG



Qlik - UI Overview

● Left to right order:
Prepare > Analyze > Narrate

● Interactive
● Automatic findings of 

insights in data
● UI follows the 

three-click rule



Qlik - Support & Community
● Tutorials and docs accessible online
● Ability to develop extensions directly on the 

Qlik’s Associative Engine



Qlik - Cereal Dataset

● Clean 
presentation 
on hover

● No option for 
a trend line 
without 
manually 
inputting 
convoluted 
formulas



Qlik - Population Per Country

● World 
population 
from 2000 
to 2016

● Difficult to 
mouse 
over the 
right area



Qlik - Population Per Country

● Map graph
● Population for 

2016

Link to full tutorial:
https://youtu.be/D9ro3Xv
wJ_w

https://youtu.be/D9ro3XvwJ_w
https://youtu.be/D9ro3XvwJ_w


Power BI
● Price

● $9.99 per user per month
● Free version (Power BI Desktop), 60 day free trial for Pro version

Privacy
● Locally run
● Cloud version

Features
● Excellent visualizations
● Simple user interface
● Windows only

Export & Extensions
● CSV, Powerpoint, PDF, HTML
● No SVG or image export
● Ability to create custom JS visualisations

Popularity
● Used widely- included with Office 365



Power BI - Import
Import formats

● CSV
● Excel
● JSON
● XML
● Text
● Others



Power BI - Export
Export formats

● Powerpoint
● PDF
● Embedded HTML
● Shareable links with other 

Power BI users

● No SVG
● No image export



Power BI - UI Overview

● Familiar MS-office like UI
● Suggests different kinds of plots 

and charts



Power BI - Support & Community
● Tutorials and docs accessible from client
● Active online community (~500k forum posts)
● Community custom visualisations



Power BI - Cereal Dataset

● Scatter plot with 
trend line

● Do sweeter 
cereals have more 
calories?



Power BI - Population Per Country

● World 
population 
from 2000 
to 2016



Power BI - Population Per Country

● Map graph
● Population for 2016
● Unable to color the 

countries, just 
circles

Link to full tutorial:
https://youtu.be/pGkRwzUY
GnI

https://youtu.be/pGkRwzUYGnI
https://youtu.be/pGkRwzUYGnI


Spotfire
Price (different price brackets)

● ($1250, $650, $250)/year
● Student version or 30 day trial

Privacy
● Locally run
● Cloud version

Features
● Excellent visualizations, customizations 
● Ease of integration with other softwares
● Simple and easy user interface
● Windows, Linux, MacOS

Export & Extensions
● CSV, Excel, PDF
● Addition of the scripts widens the export possibilities (Python, R, SVG, JS) 

Popularity
● One of the oldest and most widely used by the big companies
● Big community support



Spotfire - UI Overview

● Simple user interface
● Leads the user from left to right

○ Import data
○ Choose what data to use
○ Choose graph

● Suggests different kinds of plots 
and charts



Spotfire - Import/Export

● Editing import data on the spot
● Different data type imports

● Export in elementary data types
● Possibility of connection with custom scripts



Spotfire - Support & Community
● Start menu options to begin with ease
● Simple analysis examples
● Video tutorials
● Tibco Community



Spotfire - Cereal Dataset

● Simple scatter plot 
with trend line

● Calories and 
sugars correlation 
for every cereal 
brand



Spotfire - Population Per Country

● Line graph
● Time series from 

2003 to 2016 with 
change in population 
count 



Spotfire - Population Per Country

● Map graph
● Population for each 

country in a span of a 
year

● Unable to color the 
countries, just circles

Link to full tutorial:
https://youtu.be/0v0sB0JZMW0

https://youtu.be/0v0sB0JZMW0


Comparison
Name Cost Import/Export Usability Community and Support Overall

Tableau 3 2 4 1 3

Qlik 2 3 2 2 2

Power BI 1 4 3 2 3

Spotfire 4 1 1 1 1



Conclusion
● Spotfire 

○ Even with a high price, at least 3,922 companies use it
○ Most often it is companies with 50-200 employees and more than a $1B dollars in revenue
○ Simple user interface, wide range of import and export, possibilities of adding scripts

● Power BI 
○ Included with Office 365
○ More practical for smaller companies
○ Used by over 15,000 small-medium companies

● Qlik
○ Easy to get started with
○ High performance cloud solutions
○ 3,712 companies use it, with 688 of them having more than $1B in revenue

● Tableau
○ Around 40,000 companies use it, most often with 50-200 employees and $1M-$10M in 

revenue
○ Harder to master, but gives a wide variety of possibilities and customization



Thank you for your time!


